
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Advertisement: MSc. Research Support 
 

Laying the Foundations for Effective Landscape-level Planning for Sustainable 
Development in the Southern Agriculture Growth Corridor of Tanzania (SAGCOT): 

Ihemi Agricultural Development Cluster 
 

Background 
The Nature Conservancy (TNC), Africa Region in partnership with Sokoine University of Agriculture (SUA) 
and the International Centre for Tropical Agriculture (CIAT) is implementing 2-year research project in the 
Ihemi Agricultural Development Cluster. The project is funded by the Consultative Group on International 
Agricultural Research – Water, Land and Ecosystem program (CGIAR-WLE) through the International 
Water Management Institute (IWMI). The overall objective of this project is to promote sustainable 
intensification in the Ihemi Cluster. The project will focus on helping local institutions within the cluster as 
well as investors and policy-makers within and beyond it build robust, evidence-driven processes and 
strategies for planning sustainable development within the cluster. Specifically, the project will: 

1. Carry out a comprehensive baseline survey of agricultural yields and farmer income within the 
cluster, with a particular focus on female headed farming households, the most vulnerable group of 
farmers. 

2. Investigate water resources within the cluster, a key natural resource constraint for agriculture with 
a strong focus on quantifying the quantity and availability, quality as well as factors for degradation, 
fill data gaps and model different scenarios for expansion of agriculture, looking to find the most 
sustainable options and feed them into planning processes within and beyond the cluster. 

3. Demonstrate to policymakers, planners and potential investors what sustainable intensification 
might look like on the ground, with better market access improving agricultural livelihoods while 
good planning and responsible investment maintains the ecosystem services provided by healthy 
soils, water and natural habitat. 

4. Produce a series of policy briefs and work with individual investors, from both the private and public 
sector to improve existing investment proposals and influence those in the pipeline. 

Our hope, during and post this project,  is to drive all players towards a shared vision for sustainable 
development in the cluster, laid out in a management plan constructed in a participatory and inclusive 
manner, with  both community-level and government endorsement. 
 
MSc. Research support 
Within this project, five MSc research support are available in its research focus areas of Gender and 
development; Land use and Hydrology; Rural development and Institutions; Water Management and 
irrigation, and Agricultural Economics. The project intends to engage MSc. students who have or are 
about to complete their coursework to undertake their research within the project’s research focus areas. 
Each project focus area will require one MSc. student. 
 
Required competencies (Combined) 

 Good BSc. Degree (GPA > 3.5) in natural science or related fields, preferably with a background in 
GIS or remote sensing 

 High social competences in interacting with stakeholders at different levels 

 Excellent skills in hydrological modelling and land use land cover change impact assessment 

 Experience with stakeholder or institutional analysis 

 Excellent skills in oral and written communications in English 



 Great interest in working with an interdisciplinary and international team 

 Willingness to work in the field for extended periods. 
 
What the research project offers 

 Work in a strong international team 

 Training in inter- and trans-disciplinary research 

 Field expenses and travel allowances 

 Supervision by experts from SUA, and CIAT&TNC Scientists. 
 
Application 
Please send a CV, academic transcript, contact details for two academic references, and a brief outline of 
research interests among the project focus areas to the Project Leader (Tanzania) Prof. J.J. Kashaigili 
(jkashaigili@gmail.com, jkashaigili@suanet.ac.tz) and Gender specialist Dr. Anna Sikira 
(annasikira@yahoo.com).  Applications will be reviewed on a rolling basis until 8th May 2015. Informal 
inquiries are welcome. Short-listed candidates will be contacted immediately after the deadline to set up 
interviews. Female candidates are encouraged to apply. 
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