
BSU II – BUILDING STONGER UNIVERSITIES PHASE II 

Pilot research projects under Agro ecology  thematic focus area 

The BSUII partnership at SUA has decided to fund a number of small research projects. The program – 

entitled ‘Pilot Projects’ – targets early career staff members at SUA and SUA-affiliated higher-learning 

institutions/projects. The purpose of the program is to build capacity in the research fields that are part of 

the BSUII partnership: agri-business, agro-ecology and aquaculture. Each pilot project will be implemented 

by a principal investigator (the successful applicant) and embedded in a mentoring group of two to four 

senior researchers from SUA and the Danish partner universities; the mentoring group will be constituted 

after the selection of projects. The aim is to organize research collaboration in small and operational groups 

and it is envisaged that these groupings (including the principal investigator) will function as platforms for 

elaboration of large-grant applications for funding by new, alternative and international sources.      

Three separate pilot projects, one for each research theme, will be funded and they will be of limited scope 

and duration. The maximum amount for each grant is set to TShs 18,000,000 (Eighteen million shillings) 

and the duration is a maximum 10 months. The grant will cover costs for research expenditures (i.e. per 

diem, research assistants, transportation, etc.) and a study stay at a Danish university; salary to the 

principal investigator (the applicant) cannot be covered.  

The call is open to all SUA academic staff and SUA-affiliated higher-learning institutions/projects.  

Applicants must have a minimum  MSc/MA and not exceeding 45 years of age. 

A selection committee will be established with members from the thematic area and candidates will be 

selected according to 1) personal qualifications of the applicant and 2) quality of the research proposal. 

Each candidate will be assessed in a brief written statement and the committee will produce a brief 

justification for the selections made.    

Research themes: 

1. Resource use conflicts. 

2. Invasive weeds in Rangelands and protected areas. 

3. Integrated conservation and sustainability of Crop-Livestock bio-systems.  

 

The research proposals (max. 2,500 words) should include the following: 

1) Research question and justification 

2) Methodology and data requirements 

3) Output (required: one collaborative research paper with the principal investigator as first author) 

4) Potential effects (user groups – outreach) 

5) Relevance (policy formulation) 

6) Work plan (monthly) 

 



Milestones: 

1) Deadline for receiving applications: August 1, 2016 

2) Deadline for selection: August 15, 2016 

3) Start of projects: September 1, 2016 

4) Deadline for projects (incl. reporting): June 30, 2017 

Expected Output: Publishable manuscript in a refereed journal 

Submission: Proposals should be submitted to Agro ecology focus area Team Leader through email: 

sibuga@suanet.ac.tz 

 

 


